in.]                            LATEE LIFE                              47

exchange all the work site did up to that; value.
Of this arrangement Buskin wrote: "The chief
pleasure I could have about it now would be her
simply accepting it as she would have accepted
a glass of water when she was thirsty, and never
thinking of it any more." In 1855 she consulted
Dr. Acland of Oxford, who said that her illness
originated in "mental power long pent up, and
lately overtaxed." She went abroad for a time
and returned no better. The engagement dragged
on, Eossetti's finances being still unable to justify
marriage, though he was often in her company, even
travelling with her in an entirely unconventional
brotherly way. It must be confessed that the position
was one of great strain. Rossetti, as may easily be
supposed, was often acutely jealous, even of his nearest
and dearest friends, and avenged any imaginary slight
offered to Miss Siddal with extreme displeasure. But
in 1860 Eiossetti was in easier circumstances, and
went with Miss Siddal, then in an extremely delicate
condition, to Hastings, where they were married on
May 23rd.

They went for a short tour to Paris. It is an
inexplicable thing, especially in a man of profoundly
superstitious nature, that Eossetti should on Ms
marriage-tour have completed from an early design
one of his most impressive drawings, " How they met
Themselves," where a lover and his lady, the latter
drawn from Miss Siddal, are confronted in a dark
woodland by the wraiths of themselves, a presage of
death. There is a breathless horror about the picture
in its completed form which testifies to the strength of
the mood which originated it.
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